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PREPARING FOR PE SAH AT THE PJC 2010 / 5770  
 
Pre - Pesah Checklist        Pesah Services      

        
Saturday, March 27         Monday, March 29  

Ž   Shabbat HaGadol (ñThe Big Shabbatò before Passover)    Erev Pesa h   

     Services begin at 9:30am.         Candlelighting   6:58PM  

            First Seder  

Saturday Night, March 27  

Ž   The synagogue kitchen is cleaned for Pesah.     Tuesday, March 30  

     Please do not bring any food into our building from Friday    First Day Pesa h 
      the 26 th   through the week of Pesa h.       Shaharit   9:00AM  

           Rabbi George B. Driesen  After Services  

           Candlelighting    After 7:58PM  

Sunday, March 28         Second Seder (begin counting Omer)  

Ž   Bedikat Hametz:  (Checking for Hametz)  

      After, dark hide ten pieces of hametz (crackers or small   Wednesday, March 31  

      pieces of bread) around the house.  Using a candle or    Second Day Pesa h 
      flash light to light the way, find the hametz  and brush it   Shaharit    9:00AM  

      into a paper bag using a feather and wooden spoon.    Havdalah     7:58PM  

      Set aside for next day.  See the front of your Haggadah    

      for readings.  Friday, April 2  

            Kabbalat Shabbat/Maôariv  6:30PM  

Monday, March 29           

           Saturday, April 3  

Ž   Fast of the First Born  (Taôanit Beh orim)      Shaharit    9:30AM  
       Shaharit (Morning) Services at 7:00am.  Immediately     Shir HaShirim (Song of Songs)  

       following services we will have a   Siyyum Bekhorim.     Sunday, April 4  

       (While firs t -borns are obligated to fast the day before     Candlelighting   7:04PM  

       Pesah, they may eat if they attend a celebration      

       marking the completion of study of a tractate of Talmud).   Monday, April 5  

                   Seventh Day of Pesa h 
Ž   Mekhirat Hametz (Selling Leaven )        Shaharit/Musaf   9:00AM  

     Please complete your Proxy giving Rabbi Schuck authority    Candlelighting   8:04PM     

       to sell your hametz .  Bring it to the shul or fax it    Tuesday, April 6  

       (931 -2199) by 9: 30am.  

                                                                                               Eighth Day of Pesa h 
Ž   If possible make a contribution to our synagogue Maot      Shaharit/Musaf/ Yizkor  9:00AM    

       Hittim  (ñWheat Moneyò) Fund to help the needy celebrate     Yom Tov ends  8: 06PM 

        Pesah.           

Ž   Remove last Hametz  from your house, car, office, etc.       
       Eat last Hametz by 10:54am        

Ž    Bôur hametz: Burn collected hametz  by 11:56am (no        

       Blessing).  (Reading at front of Haggadah)      

Ž    Bring your hametz  to burn at the PJC after services  
                        Rabbi Schuck will arrange a post -Pesah hametz  

Ž   Prepare Your Seder Plate  and kosher for Passover Seder   ñbuy-backò on Tuesday, April 6, at 8:30PM.  

       Meals.  Find ways to invol ve other family members and  Do not use or unpack your hametz before  

       guests in the preparation so that the work is not all on one  the n.  

       person.  If youôre lucky, find a few minutes to relax so that  

       you can enjoy the seder!  



 
March 29th- A Busy Morning at the Pelham Jewish Center 

 

Siyyum Bekhorim  
 

The day of the first Passover seder (March 29
th
) is a fast day for firstborn children 

(of either mother or father).  However, if there is a siyyum (a celebration of oneôs 

completion of a tractate of study), a firstborn who is fasting is permitted to eat as 

a part of the celebration of the mitzvah.  It is thus customary to have a siyyum 

every year on the day before the first seder.  So please come and join us after 

minyan for a short study followed by a breakfast meal.   

 

 

Biur Hametz- Burning of Hametz 

 
 

For the first time, the PJC will have its own ñfire-pitò manned by PJCôs own 

firefighter Jeremy Driesen.  Bring the hametz you gathered the night before to the 

synagogue (keep it in a bag) and after morning minyan and the siyyum, we will 

burn our hametz together.  Bring your kids!!  This will begin at around 8:30 am 

and will be available for your use until 9:30am.   

 

 



Guest Teacher Rabbi George B. Driesen 
         (father of PJC congregant Jeremy Driesen) 
 

On March 30th after 
Services  

For  
The 1st Day of Passover 

 

tƘŀǊŀƻƘΩǎ 
Demographic Problem 

and Ours: A look at why the Israelites troubled 

Pharaoh, why his solutions failed, and parallels to the US 
and Israeli experiences 

 

Join us for this lively 45 minute nosh and learn 
immediately after services 

(around 11:00am) 
 
 
 

 



 
Passover Candle Lighting Times 2010   

 
 
 
 
 
Monday, March 29th  (First Seder):   6:58pm   Blessings 1 & 2 (see 
below) 
Tuesday, March 30th (Second Seder):   After 7:58pm    Blessings 1 
& 2 
Frid ay, April 3 rd - Shabbat Pesach:   7:02 pm  Blessing 3 
Sunday, April 4th   - Seventh Night:  7:04 pm  Blessing 1 
Monday, April 5th - Eighth Night:    After 8:04pm  Blessing 1 
 
Please note that since we do not create a flame on yom tov (the holiday), we 
light the candles on the March 30 th, and April 5th  from an existing flame (a pilot 
light or a 24 hour candle).  
 

 
A Traditional Womanôs Prayer at Candle Lighting 

 
May it be Your will, God of our ancestors, that You grant my family and all Israel a 

good and long life.  Remember us with blessings and kindness, fill our home with your 
Divine Presence.  Give me the opportunity to raise my children and grandchildren to be 

truly wise, lovers of God, people of truth, who illuminate the world with Torah, good 
deeds and the work of the Creator.  Please hear 

my prayer at this time.  Regard me as a worthy descendant of Sara, Rebecca, Rachel 
and Leah, our mothers, and let my candles burn and never be extinguished.  Let the 

light of your face shine upon us.  Amen. 

 

1. BA -RUCH A-TAH ADO -NAI E -LO -HE -NU ME -LECH HA -OLAM ASHER 

KID -E-SHA -NU BE -MITZ -VO-TAV VETZI -VA -NU LE -HAD -LIK NER SHEL 

YOM TOV . 

Blessed are You, Lord our G -d, King of the universe, who has sanctified us 

with His commandments, and commanded us to kindle the Yom Tov lig ht.  

 



2. BA -RUCH A -TAH ADO -NAI E -LO -HE -NU ME -LECH HA -OLAM SHE -

HECHE -YA -NU VE -KI -YE-MA -NU VE -HIGI -A-NU LIZ -MAN HA -ZEH.   

Blessed are You, Lord our G -d, King of the universe, who has granted us 

life, sustained us, and enabled us to reach this occasion.  

 

3. B A-RUCH A -TAH ADO -NAI E -LO -HE -NU ME -LECH HA -OLAM ASHER  

KID -E-SHA -NU BE -MITZ -VO-TAV VETZI -VA -NU LE -HAD -LIK NER  SHEL 

SHA -BBAT.  

Blessed are You, Lord our G-d, King of the universe, who has sanctified us 

with His commandments, and commanded us to kindle the lig ht of the 

Shabbat.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 



Looking for Social Action, Educational, and Social 

programs to help prepare for Passover? The following 

opportunities will help make your Passover experience more 

meaningful:  
          Bronx Jewish Community Council 

Project HOPE 
      Save the Date: 
 

 
Passover 2010 

ééééé.. March 21 

 

                                                                                                                                        
                                                        Beginning 9:30AM 

 
                                                                                                      With this economy we are             
                                                                                                            delivering 600 packages                                    
                                                                                      and we need your help more than ever. 

It only takes an hour and a half of your Sunday morning to deliver holiday food 
packages to lonely homebound Jewish elderly and share some of the joy of your 
holidays!  This is a chance to make a real difference! Please try to join us! 
Pick up your package and delivery list at either: 
  

 .... 
 

                                        
 

 
 

 

 

For More Info, Please Contact BJCC Volunteer Director: 

Niti Minkove, Nminkove@bjcconline.org (917) 693-3084 
 

Bônai Brith Building: 

2050 Bartow in Co-op City 

Directions:  From Hutchinson River Pkwy 

So, to Bartow Ave exit 4N.  Stay on exit road 

until Bartow Ave.  Make a right turn at the 

Mobil Station.  Go until you see a 6 story red 

brick building (about 1/8 mile) with a blue 

awning. 

Ampark (near Riverdale): 

80 Van Cortland Park South 

Directions: From Westchester Exit: Major 

Deegan at Van Cortland Park.  At exit light, turn 

left and go uphill 2 blocks to Orloff Ave.  Turn 

left on Orloff Ave and then right onto Van 

Cortland Park South to # 80 (corner of 

Governeur Ave).  Enter through archway.  

Office is first door on left. 
 

mailto:Nminkove@bjcconline.org


MIDNIGHT RUN 2010  
 

PJC Members will come together for the night and drive into New 

York City to deliver food and clothing to the less fortunate and homeless. 
 

When: 
 Drop-Off Items (at PJC): Sunday, April 4

th
     10:00 am ï 2:00 pm 

 Item Sorting:   Tuesday, April 6
th  

  4:00 pm  

 Midnight  Run (meet at PJC): Saturday, April 10
th
   9:00 pm 

 

Donations: 
The most needed items are:  menôs pants, size 32-40; coats; sweatshirts and 

sweaters; long-sleeved shirts; and shoes.  We also need menôs and womenôs 

new underwear, backpacks and small duffle bags, blankets, and travel-sized 

toiletries (soap, toothpaste, toothbrushes, mouthwash, deodorant, shaving 

cream and razors). 

 If you donôt have the above items but would like to contribute, we will use 

any cash donations to purchase needed items.  

 

Volunteers: 
Volunteers are needed to donate clothing and toiletries, collect and sort 

items, make sandwiches and go on the Run.  Please sign up beforehand if 

you would like to go on the Run.  Children under 16 must be accompanied 

by a parent. 

 

Questions: 
To sign up, or if you have any questions, please e-mail Sarah Collens at 

sarahcollens@optonline.net.  For more information about the Midnight Run, 

go to www.midnightrun.org.  
  

  

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:sarahcollens@optonline.net
http://www.midnightrun.org/


 
 
 
 
 
 

vtarv rya 
 

 
 
I/ We, the und ersigned, fully empower and permit Rabbi David A. Schuck of 

the Pelham Jewish Center to act in my/our behalf to sell all chametz 
possessed by me - knowingly or unknowingly - as defined by Torah and 
rabbinic law, and to lease all places wherein chametz owne d may be found.  

This transaction will be in effect for the duration of Pesach, which begi ns with 
sundown on March 29, 2010 and runs through April 6, 2010, 8:30 pm.    
Please send this sheet to Rabbi Schuck or fax it to his attention , at (914) 931 -

2199 by M onday morning at 9:30 am, March 29th .   
 

And to this I hereby affix my signature on this ________________ day of  
_____________, in the year 2010 . 
 

 
NAME  _______________________________________________________________ 

 
 
HEBREW NAME  (IF YOU KNOW IT)  ________________________________________ 

 
______________________________________________________ 
 

 

ADDRESS _______________________________________________________________ 

 

__________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

 

 



 

Passover Guide 2010 /5770 
 

Shalom! 

 

On these pages you will find a number of different items that are meant to guide you in 

your Passover preparations.  Some of the rulings in this guide are based on my own 

halachic opinion, and some of them rely on the research and decisions of other rabbis.  

One of the great benefits of being part of a movement is that I have access to the work of 

the Committee of Jewish Law and Standardsô Subcommittee on Kashrut.  These rabbis 

have investigated many of the questions relating to food production and hametz, and I rely 

on their work unless there is a compelling reason not to.  I love getting questions about 

Passover, so please feel free to call me anytime with your questions. 

 

PLEASE NOTE THAT BECAUSE CHANGES IN HOW FOOD IS PROCESSED HAVE 

CHANGED RAPIDLY OVER THE PAST FEW YEARS, THERE HAVE BEEN SOME 

CHANGES TO THE LIST OF PERMITTED AND FORBIDDEN FOODS.  

 

Hag Kasher VôSameach, a Kosher and Happy Passover. 

 

Rabbi David A. Schuck  

 

Common questions about specific food such as Splenda, coffee, 

soymilk, lactaid, honey, etc are at the end of this guide. 
 

General Considerations 

 

The Torah prohibits the ownership of hametz (leaven) during Pesah. Therefore, we rid 

our places of residence and business of much of our hametz before Pesah and arrange for 

the sale of any remaining hametz (whether we are aware of it or not) to someone who is not 

Jewish. The transfer, mekhirat hametz, is accomplished by appointing an agent, usually the 

rabbi, to handle the sale. It is valid and legal transfer of ownership. At the end of the holiday, the 

agent arranges for the reversion of ownership of the now-permitted hametz. If ownership 

of the hametz was not transferred before the holiday, the use of this hametz is prohibited 

after the holiday as well (hametz she-avar alav ha-Pesah). 

 

Because the Torah prohibits the eating of hametz during Pesah, and because many 

common foods contain some admixture of hametz, guidance is necessary when shopping 

and preparing for Pesah. During the eight days of Pesah, hametz cannot lose its identity 

in an admixture. Therefore, the minutest amount of hametz renders the whole admixture 

hametz, and its use on Pesah is prohibited. However, during the rest of the year, hametz 

follows the normal rules of admixture, i.e., it loses its identity in an admixture of one part 

hametz and sixty parts of non-hametz (batel be-shishim). This affords us the opportunity 

to differentiate between foods purchased before and during Pesah. So, for example, 



foods like milk that rarely, if ever, contain hametz may be bought before Passover for use 

on Passover without special certification of their status as being kosher for Passover. 

Those who wish to be strict need not accept this leniency in their own homes, but they 

should accept as kosher for Pesah any homes they visit where the practice is to use this 

leniency, for it is well grounded in Jewish law.  A problem that has arisen with regard to this 

leniency, however, is the fact that the food industry changes its practices very rapidly, and 

sometimes items that appear to be clear of hametz may in fact contain some hametz. 

 

PROHIBITED FOODS INCLUDE THE FOLLOWING:    
 

ǒ   Leavened bread, cakes, biscuits, crackers, cereal, 

ǒ   Coffees containing cereal derivatives, wheat, barley, oats, spelt, rye   

ǒ   All liquids containing ingredients or flavors made from grain alcohol.  

ǒ   Most Ashkenazic authorities have added the following foods (kitniyot) to the above list: rice,               

 corn, millet, legumes beans and peas; however, string beans are permitted.  

ǒ   The Committee on Jewish Law and Standards has passed a rabbinic ruling (a teshuvah) that 

 even for Ashkenazim, peanuts and peanut oil are permissible because they were not 

 known, and therefore not banned, by northern European authorities.  

ǒ   Some Ashkenazic authorities permit, while others forbid, the use of legumes in a form other 

 than their natural state, for example, corn sweeteners, corn oil, soy oil. Sephardic 

 authorities permit the use of all kitniyot.  

ǒ   For those who accept the CJLS rulings that permit non hechshered cheeses, gelatin, etc,                                

 since there is no one from any Rabbinic agency that ever visits these plants, and since 

 some products are manufactured in plants that use Passover sensitive ingredients I 

 cannot not recommend the use of these products on Passover. 

 

 

PERMITTED FOODS:  

 

**An explanation as to why a food is forbidden without special Kosher for 

Passover labels can be found for all the foods with an asterisk.  This explanation 

is below in section D.  

 
A. The following foods do not require a kosher le-Pesah label if purchased before or during 

    Pesah:  

 

¶ Fresh fruits and vegetables (for legumes see above) **  

¶ Eggs 

¶ Fresh Fish 

¶ Fresh Meat 

 

 

B. The following foods require a kosher le-Pesah label if purchased before or during 

     Pesah:  

 

¶ All baked products (matzah, cakes, matzah flour, farfel, matzah meal, and any 



products containing matzah)  

¶ Canned or bottled fruit juices **  

¶ Canned tuna 

¶ Wine 

¶ Vinegar 

¶  Liquor  

¶ Oils  

¶ Dried fruits **  

¶ Candy  

¶ Chocolate flavored milk  

¶ Ice cream  

¶ Yogurt   

¶ Soda 

¶ Margarine 

¶ Sour Cream 

¶ Hard Chesses and other dairy products 

¶ Honey **  

¶ Processed Spices **  

¶ Canned Vegetables **  

¶ Ketchup 

¶ Decaffeinated or Flavored Coffee and Teas  IF NOT DECAFFEINATED THROUGH 

THE SWISS WATER METHOD 

¶ Confectionerôs Sugar 

¶ Frozen, uncooked vegetables without additives (These may be produced on the same 

machines as pasta machines) **  

 

C.  The following foods do not require a kosher for Passover label if purchased before 

Passover and remain in unopened packages (please note, if these foods are purchased on 

Passover they require a kosher for Passover label): 

 

¶ Unflavored Regular Coffee  

¶ Decaffeinated Coffee ONLY IF IT IS DECAFFEINATED THROUGH THE SWISS 

WATER METHOD  

¶ Milk  (not long shelf life) 

¶ Frozen, unsweetened fruit with no additives 

¶ Frozen fruit juices with no additives 

¶ Lactaid Milk 

¶ Raw Nuts in their shells (shelled nuts that list BHA or BHT (preservatives) in the 

ingredients require special Passover certification as they are sprayed on the nuts using 

corn derivatives (kitniyot). 

¶ Quinoa (should be checked before Passover and any foreign substance removed since it 

may be processed on equipment used for grain). 

¶ Un-Iodized salt 

¶ Unprocessed whole spices (basils leaves, etc) 

¶ Sugar 



¶ Baking Soda 

¶ Cocoa- 100% pure, no additives 

¶ Detergents and Soaps 

¶ Extra Virgin Olive Oil (unflavored) 

 

The following OU certified products are kosher for Passover even without a special 

kosher for Passover label: Juice, Orange and Frozen Juice Concentrate : Sunkist, 

Florida Gold, Shoprite, Pathmark, Old South, King Kullen,Wegmanôs, 

 

 

D.  Explanations behind the rulings 

 

Fruits, Dried:  

 

Dried fruits also require Passover certification. Some dried fruits and vegetables are naturally 

sun-dried without any additives or sulfur dioxide applied to them to prevent discoloration and 

inhibit bacterial growth. These naturally, sun-dried products would be Kosher for Pesach. 

However, fruits and vegetables may be dried in drying tunnels, often being treated with oil to 

facilitate drying or to act as a release agent. Certain sun-dried fruits are also coated with oil. 

Some dried fruit producers will commonly use rice or oat flour or chemical release agents to 

coat their cut up fruit pieces to prevent sticking, as they are being packaged. Potassium sorbate 

is used to standardize the moisture in dried fruit. In the past, potassium sorbate didnôt present 

any Passover kashrut concerns. Recently, potassium sorbate derived from grain products has 

been imported from China, hence dried fruits require reliable Kosher for Passover certification. 

Fortunately a number of nationally distributed brands carry kosher for Passover designations all 

year long.  

 

Frozen Vegetables: 

 

Frozen vegetables are washed in water that often contains anti-foaming agents, which are not 

appropriate for Passover use. Moreover, some companies also pack pasta products on shared 

packing machinery. Therefore, frozen vegetables require Passover certification. However, these 

issues are not a concern at facilities that process frozen fruit, which does not require Passover 

certification. Sweetened frozen fruit pieces could be sweetened with liquid sugar or corn syrup, 

requiring strict Passover supervision. Plain, frozen, unsweetened fruit pieces are acceptable 

without special Passover certification. 

 

Fruit Juices: 

 

Like many other products, pure fruit juices, if determined to be a pure juice, could be Kosher for 

Passover. However, pure juices undergo many different processes to get the best yield from the 

pressed fruit and clearest color for attractive marketing. Enzymes and clarifying agents are 

commonly used. These products and the equipment used for processing should be approved 

Kosher for Passover. Nevertheless, like milk if purchased before Passover, any enzymes or 

clarification agents would be in such small amounts that they would be annulled. 

 

Honey: 



 

Some assumed 100% pure products are not as 100% as they appear. Although unlikely, 100% 

pure honey could be adulterated with corn syrup without detection. And therefore needs to be 

certified kosher for passover even if purchased before Pesah. 

 

Soy Milk:  

 

For those who for health reasons (or sephardim ) want or need to drink soy milk the following 

soy milks do not contain any chametz ingredients: 

 

Å Vitasoy San Sui Original Natural soy milk: 

www.vitasoyusa.com/ethnic/sansui_osd.html  

Å Soy Dream Original un-enriched soy milk: 

www.tastethedream.com/media/ SDnutri_O.jpg  

 

Anyone for whom it is necessary to consume kitniyot may drink these products. However, 

because we are unable to verify the kosher for Passover status of the equipment on which they 

are produced, we recommend purchasing these items before Passover, at which point any traces 

of chametz would be batel (nullified). 

 

Spices: 

 

Spices could contain spice oils or anti-caking agents that may or may not be Passover approved.  

Spice blends that just list pure species in their ingredient declaration would also share the same 

concerns. Pure spices and spice blends could be made on equipment that was used for non-

Pesach or non-Kosher spice blends with minimal cleaning between productions. With the advent 

of Chinese trade, more and more raw ingredients are appearing on the domestic scene from 

Mainland China. Today, Chinese garlic and onion powder are competing with their domestic 

counterparts. Since Chinese spices are more pungent than their American counterparts they may 

be modified. It has been alleged that modification can be made by blending the spice with flour 

and anti-caking agents. Therefore, pure spices and spice blends require Passover supervision 

even if purchased before Passover. 

 

Splenda 

 

While the OU does certify Splenda for year-round use. Splenda is not certified Kosher for 

Passover as it contains kitniyot. There is an industrial kosher for Passover Splenda, but it is not 

available for consumers. 

 

 

Fresh Peeled or Value Added Vegetables 

 

Peeled potatoes, carrots, and celery in plastic pails, or in plastic bags, are fresh, clean, and 

seemingly free of Kosher for Passover concerns. Save one: In retarding browning, i.e. oxidation, 

so that the vegetables retain their fresh appearance, some companies use metabisulfites, which 

are Kosher for Pesach, other companies use citric acid, which would require Kosher for 

Passover 

http://www.vitasoyusa.com/ethnic/sansui_osd.html


certification. Companies packing their produce in vacuum packed barrier bags use citric acid in 

the wash water. These concerns must be clarified before purchasing pre-peeled produce .Often 

calling the companyôs consumer information number will provide the information whether citric 

acid is used. 

 

Vegetables, Canned: 

 

Canned vegetables packed in water and salt would also appear to have minimal kashrut 

concerns.  That is true if the canning company only produces vegetables in salt and water. Many 

companies use the same equipment for saltwater brine as well as sauces and soups that may 

contain tomato, cheese, meat or hametz. Canned vegetables require reliable Kosher for Passover 

certification. 

 

 

DETERGENTS: If permitted during the year, powdered and liquid detergents do not 

require a kosher le-Pesah label. 

 

MEDICINES, COSMETICS, AND TOILETRIES:  
 

MEDICINES. 

1) All pill medications (with our without hametz binders) that one swallows are 

permitted without special rabbinic certification as being kosher for Passover. 

2) All chewable pills that have kitniyot are permitted. If the chewable pills have 

hametz and no substitute is available, ask your rabbi. 

3) All liquid medications that have hametz should not be used. If they contain no 

hametz but do contain kitniyot, they are permissible. 

Before discontinuing any medication, consult with your rabbi and physician. 

 

COSMETICS AND TOILETRIES. 

1) All varieties of body soaps, shampoos, and stick deodorants are permitted for use on Pesah 

regardless of their ingredients. 

2) All types of ointments, creams, nail polish, hand lotions, eye shadow, eyeliner, mascara, 

blush, foot and face powders, and ink and paint may be used regardless of their ingredients. 

3) Colognes, perfumes, hairspray, shaving lotions, and deodorants that have restorable, 

denatured alcohol should not be used. This applies only to produces in a pure liquid state. 

4) Lipstick that contains hametz should not be used. 

 

KASHERING OF UTENSILS :  

 

The process of kashering utensils depends on how the utensils are used. According to halakhah, 

leaven can be purged from a utensil by the same process in which it was absorbed in the utensil 

(ke-voleo kakh poleto). Therefore, utensils used in cooking are kashered by boiling, those used 

in broiling are kashered by fire and heat, and those used only for cold food are kashered by 

rinsing. 

 

A. EARTHENWARE (china, pottery, etc.) may not be kashered. However, fine translucent 

chinaware which has not been used for over a year may be used if scoured and cleaned in 



hot water. 

 

B. METAL (wholly made of metal) UTENSILS USED IN FIRE (spit, broiler) must first be 

thoroughly scrubbed and cleansed and then made hot until it glows. . Those used for cooking or 

eating (silverware, pots) must be thoroughly scrubbed and cleaned and not used for 24 hours . 

Then they are completely immersed in boiling water. Metal baking utensils cannot be kashered. 

 

C. GLASSWARE: 

1. Drinking and serving utensils (plates, serving platters, etc.). Authorities disagree as to the 

method for koshering glass utensils used for drinking and eating. One opinion requires soaking 

in water for three days, changing the water every 24 hours. The other opinion requires only that 

one thoroughly scrub them or put them through a dishwasher. 

2. Glass cookware. This category includes cookware made of modern materials that are as non-

porous as glass, such as pyrex. There is a difference of opinion as to whether glass cookware 

needs to be koshered or can be. One opinion is that it must be kashered.  After thoroughly 

cleaning it, wait 24 hours. Then, boil water in it that overflows the rim, or immerse it into 

boiling water. The other opinion is that, only a thorough cleansing is required. Others believe 

that glass cookware cannot be kashered. 

3. Glass bakeware, like metal bakeware, cannot be koshered for Passover. 

 

KASHERING OF APPLIANCES:  

A. CONVECTION OVENS. 

1. The Oven Itself. 

Å Remove all oven racks. 

Å Remove fan housing/covering from the back of the oven. 

Å Spray abrasive cleaner (e.g., Dow Easy Off) on the entire oven, including its walls, 

oven floor, and fan assembly, and all parts of the door and the door crease if there is 

any dirt there.   

Å Spray the doors, including the glass. 

Å If the back plate cannot be removed, then thoroughly spray the cleaner over and 

inside the entire fan assembly. 

Å After all the areas are covered with cleaner; heat the oven to 300 degrees for about 20 

minutes. 

Å Wash the oven with a long handled brush, using cold water and soap, removing all 

the loose dirt. Take care not to short electrical parts of the oven. 

Å Reapply cleaner to areas that have a great build up of dirt. Steel wool and scrapers 

may be required. Baked on dirt and grease must be removed before you can begin to 

make everything kosher 

Å After you have examined the oven and have determined that all dirt has been 

removed, the oven should be turned up to the highest possible setting for one and a 

half hours with the fan blowing. 

 

2. Oven Racks and Grates. 

There are two ways to kasher: 

 

Stove top method: 

Take the grates or racks and place them on the stove top. This can only be done if the 



oven top can handle the heat, so in all likelihood it is only a gas stove top that can be used 

for koshering racks and grates this way. Otherwise the racks and grates need to be 

heated with a blow torch. 

To use the stove top method: 

Å Wrap the entire stove top with a double layer of foil wrap, covering over the entire 

stove top with the foil. The shiny side should be facing down in the direction of the 

stove top. This causes maximum heat. 

Å Set the burners to a low heat. 

Å Tightly seal the foil wrap around all the racks and grates, and place them on the stove 

top. 

Å Raise the burners to highest setting. 

Å With long metal pliers, carefully check if libun (white-hot heat) has been 

accomplished. If the metal of the racks and grates is glowing with a red color, then it 

has been accomplished. 

Å After half an hour, carefully and from a distance, remove the foil and allow the racks 

and grates to cool down, and then return them to the oven that is now kosher for 

Passover. 

 

Inside the oven method: 

Clean the oven racks very carefully to ensure all food residue and stains are removed. 

Then put them in the bottom of the oven (not on the tracks) as it is being kashered as per 

the instructions below. 

D. Regular Ovens. 

Thoroughly clean all surfaces of the oven. This must be followed by libun kal. The 

required heating would be kash nisraf mebachutz. Closing the oven and heating it up to 

500 degrees Fahrenheit for an hour and a half will suffice. 

E. Self-Cleaning and Continuous Cleaning Ovens. 

Self-cleaning ovens should be scrubbed and cleaned and then put through the selfcleaning 

cycle, or the ovens can be cleaned and kashered by running the full self-cleaning 

cycle. 

Continuous cleaning ovens must be kashered in the same manner as regular ovens. 

F. Stove Tops: 

There are at least 4 types of stove tops: 

 

Gas Stoves with space between the burners: 

 

Clean the metal parts above and around the gas area then turn on the heat. If the burner 

parts can get hot enough to burn straw then that will suffice, if not put them into the hot 

oven during oven kashering. It may be easier to just clean the burner area then cover the 

burner with foil inverted side up to heat clean and kasher the burner area. In either case 

you still need to put foil in the middle area after cleaning. 

 

Gas stoves that have no open space between the burners (commercial or high end) 

Clean thoroughly to remove all food, then cover whole area with inverted foil and turn 

on heat. The result is that the entire stove top is kosher and there is no need for foil. 

 

Electric Coils with open metal between the burners: 



Clean under the electric burner replacing any foil or other catch material. Turn on coils 

till very hot. Clean open top area and cover in foil. Some pour boiling water over mid 

area then foil as well. There might be a case for not covering in foil once boiling water 

has been poured over it, but most cover in foil anyway. 

 

Smoothtop Electric Ranges: 

Smoothtop electric ranges present a problem. They cannot be covered with foil, nor 

heated at a high temperature, nor cleaned with an abrasive cleaner. Consult with the 

manufacturer on how to clean the smoothtop. Then discuss with your rabbi if that method 

of cleaning is adequate enough to kasher the smoothtop. Some will not be able to be 

kashered. 

We suggest leaving the burners on until they are bright red and have reached maximal 

temperature for a few minutes. After they cool down for a while pour boiling water over 

the glass areas in between burners. 

 

H. Microwave ovens. 

Microwave ovens, which do not cook food by means of heat, should be cleaned, and then 

a cup of water should be placed inside. Then the oven should be turned on until most of 

the water is boiled. A microwave oven that has a browning element cannot be kashered 

for Pesah. 

 

I. Dishwasher. 

A full cycle with detergent should be run, then the machine should not be used for a 

period of 24 hours, after which, it should be run with only water set at the highest 

temperature. 

 

J. Other Electrical Appliances: 

If the parts that come into contact with hametz are removable, they can be kashered in the 

appropriate way (if metal, follow the rules for metal utensils). If the parts are not 

removable, the appliance cannot be kashered. (All exposed parts should be thoroughly 

cleaned.) 

 

COUNTERTOPS 

 

There are many types of surface used for countertops. Some can be kashered by cleaning 

and then pouring boiling water over the surface; others need to be cleaned and then 

covered. Below is a list of materials for countertops that the Chicago Rabbinical Council 

affirms may be kashered for Passover. It is important to note that these materials are 

kasherable, only as long as they are not stained, scratched, or cracked. Surfaces with a 

synthetic finish also must be cleaned and covered as they may not be kasherable. 

Common Brands: 

Avonite 

Buddy Rhodes 

Caesar Stone 

Cheng Design 

Corian 

Craftart 



Formica 

Gibraltar 

John Boos 

Nevamar 

Omega 

Pionite 

Silestone 

Spekva 

Staron 

Surrell 

Swanstone 

Wilsonarat 

Zodiaq 

 

Common Materials: 

Acrylic 

Granite 

Marble 

Metals (stainless steel, copper) 

Platic laminate 

Polyester Base 

Quartz resign 

Slate 

Soapstone 

Wood, butcher block 

 

TABLES, CLOSETS 

 

If used with hametz, they should be thoroughly cleaned and covered, and then they may 

be used. 

 

KITCHEN SINK  

A metal sink can be kashered by thoroughly cleaning it, then leaving it unused for 24 

hours, and then pouring boiling water over it. A porcelain sink should be cleaned and a 

sink rack used. If, however, dishes are to be soaked in a porcelain sink, a dish basin must 

be used. 

 

HAMETZ AND NON -PASSOVER UTENSILS 

 

Non-Passover dishes, pots and hametz whose ownership has been transferred to a non-Jew 

should be separated, locked up or covered, and marked in order to prevent accidental 

use. 

 



Looking for a list of internet resources for your 

seder?  Look no further: 
 

Seder Source Material  

¶ 10 Tips for a great Seder: Seder night is the family 

education experience par excellence, so here are 10 

ways to make it more meaningful for your family: 

http://www.uscj.org/Ten_Tips_for_A_Great5814.ht

ml  

 

¶ The Matzah of Unity: To be recited during the Seder 

at Yachatz ï when breaking the middle Matzah: 

http://www.uscj.org/The_Matzah_Of_Unity6328.ht

ml  

 

¶ Afikomen Treasure Hunt: Here is a fun activity to 

send home to families with educational value. It is 

especially good at getting all the kids, regardless of 

age, to cooperate in the search: 

http://www.uscj.org/Afikomen_Treasure_Hu6103.ht

ml  

 

¶ Tons of Other Helpful Ideas- http://www.uscj.org/Passover5813.html  

 

¶ Avodah and AJWS: Exodus and Revolution Sourcebook, a comprehensive teaching 

guide to Exodus and Revolution, Michael Walzer's book on the Exodus narrative and its 

enduring impact on Jewish contemporary life and global politics: 

http://www.ajws.org/who_we_are/news/archives/press_releases/ajws_and_avodah_launc

h_passover_sourcebook.html  

 

¶ A Creative Festival: This website uses the technology of the Internet to enable each 

individual, family and institution and school to customize the their own Seder: 

http://www.jewishfreeware.org/  

 
 

Haggadot 

¶ There are numerous versions of the Haggadah now in print, each bringing a new 

perspective to the holiday of Passover: 

http://www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Jewish_Holidays/Passover/The_Seder/Hagg

adah/New_Haggadot.shtml  
 

¶ The Schechter Haggadah: Dr. Joshua Kulp, a faculty member of the Conservative 

Yeshiva at the Fuchsberg Jerusalem Center, just published this Haggadah, which features 

a fascinating analysis of the historical development of each aspect of the Seder: 

http://schechter.edu/book.aspx?ID=62  
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¶ Rabbi Mark B Greenspan, the spiritual leader of Oceanside JC, prepares a new 

Haggadah commentary each year to teach at the Siyyum on the eve of Pesach. Several of 

them have just been put on their website: 

http://www.oceansidejc.org/haggadot_translations_adaptions.html  

 

¶ The Gay, Lesbian, Bisexual and Transgender (GLBT) Haggadah: 

http://jqish.org/pdf/jqinternational_glbt_haggadah_2008.pdf  
 

Songs 

¶ Modern Passover Seder Songs: These songs have been gathered from far and near, insert 

them at a place that your Seder participants will enjoy and find meaningful: 

http://www.uscj.org/Modern_Songs_for_You6102.html  

 

¶ Passover Song Parodies:  This website will provide you with an extensive variety of 

information on the Passover holiday: http://kosher4passover.com/parodies.htm  

 

Family Passover Activities and Recipes 

¶ Torah Tots: Enjoy the magic and wonder with explanations and activities for young 

children: http://www.torahtots.com/holidays/pesach/pesseder.htm  

 

¶ Celebrating Pesach with your Grandchildren: 

http://www.acaje.org/assets/pdf/parents/FamiLink4-05.pdf  

 

¶ Recipes: Try a new charoset recipe this year!  http://www.happypassover.net/passover-

recipes/charoset.html  
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These are a f ew ideas for setting the mood properly.  This 

resource comes from Alex Weinbergõs Haggadah made for children 

which can be downloaded at 

http://www.alexweinberg.org/haggadahnew2008.pdf  
 

 
 

Before It All Begins,  
Get in the Mood... 

Here are a few suggestions to set up your Seder so that YOU feel as if you 
are  

actually leaving Egypt: 
ÉSit on the floor (for at least the first part of the Seder) 
ÉDress up in ancient dress 
ÉAct out the scenes--donôt just go through the Haggadah 

http://www.alexweinberg.org/haggadahnew2008.pdf


ÉSit in another room besides where you will be eating to discuss the 
Seder until dinner 
ÉDecorate the table with the props (frogs and other plagues, whips, sand, 
pyramids, etc.) 
ÉBuild a tent over your table 
ÉServe vegetable crudite for karpas such as: celerey carrots, pickles, and 
artichokes, so that your guests donôt get too hungry.  
ÉCut out the veggies into springtime shapes such as flowers, 
bugs,springs etc. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Supplementary Readings 

 

The following readings may 

be used to enhance your seder.  

All of them were copied from 

My Jewish Learning at: 

http://www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Jewish_Holidays/Passover/The_Seder/M

aking_the_Seder_Memorable/Supplementary_Readings.shtml  

Pour Out Your Love, On Our Allies: The Righteous Gentiles 

This unique addition to a medieval Haggadah appears side by side with "Pour out Your Wrath" 

[which is said upon opening the door for Elijah] in a manuscript from Worms (1521) attributed 

to the descendants of Rashi. Scholars today debate its authenticity but its sentiment for righteous 

gentiles is genuine. 

Pour out your love on the nations who have known you and on the kingdoms who call upon 

your name. For they show loving-kindness to the seed of Jacob and they defend your people 

Israel from those who would devour them alive. May they live to see the sukkah of peace spread 

over your chosen ones and to participate in the joy of your nations. 

-- Reprinted with permission from Noam Zion from A Different Night: The Family Participation 

Haggadah, published by the Shalom Hartman Institute. 

Fifth Cup: In Memory of the Six Million  

This reading shows the affect that the Holocaust has had on modern Jewry. The four cups of 

wine drunk at the seder symbolize different levels of redemption. The Holocaust may be viewed 

as the absence of redemption. This reading not only focuses on the most traumatic event in 

modern Jewish history, it places the event within the context of redemption. It is significant that 

this piece is to be read in association with Elijah the prophet, who is to herald the coming of the 

messiah. (To be recited after opening the door for Elijah.) 

http://www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Jewish_Holidays/Passover/The_Seder/Making_the_Seder_Memorable/Supplementary_Readings.shtml
http://www.myjewishlearning.com/holidays/Jewish_Holidays/Passover/The_Seder/Making_the_Seder_Memorable/Supplementary_Readings.shtml
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0966474007/jewishfamilycom/
http://www.amazon.com/exec/obidos/ASIN/0966474007/jewishfamilycom/


On this night of the seder we remember with reverence and love the six million of our people of 

the European exile who perished at the hand of a tyrant more wicked that Pharaoh who enslaved 

our fathers in Egypt. Come, said he to his minions, let us cut them off from being a people, that 

the name of Israel may be remembered no more. And they slew the blameless and pure, men and 

women and little ones, with vapors of poison and burned them with fire. But we abstain from 

dwelling the deeds of evil ones lest we defame the image of God in which man was created. 

Now, the remnants of our people who were left in the ghettos and camps of annihilation rose up 

against the wicked ones for the sanctification of the Name and slew many of them before they 

died. On the first day of Passover the remnants in the Ghetto for Warsaw rose up against the 

adversary, even as in the days of Judah the Maccabee. They were lovely and pleasant in their 

lives and in their death they were not divided. They brought redemption to the name of Israel 

throughout all the world. And from the depths of their affliction, the martyrs lifted their voices 

in a song of faith in the coming of the Messiah, when justice and brotherhood will reign among 

men. 

"Ani ma-amin be-emuna sh'layma b'viat ha-mashiach; 

V'afal pee she-yit-may-mayah im kol ze ani ma-amin." 

(I believe with perfect faith in the coming of the Messiah; 

and, though he tarry, nonetheless I believe.") 

The Fifth Cup: In Thankfulness for Israel 

This additional cup of wine also ties in with the four cups of redemption. Here, the creation of 

the state Israel is viewed as fulfilling God's promise of redemption. (To be recited after drinking 

the fourth cup of wine at the conclusion of the seder.) 

We read in the Talmud: These four cups correspond to the four expressions of redemption that 

the Torah uses in relating the events of Egypt: Vehotzeti, and I shall bring forth; Vehitzalti, and I 

shall save; Vegaalti, and I shall redeem; Valakahti, and I shall take. Rabbi Tarphon would add a 

fifth cup to correspond to Veheveti, and I shall bring. 

And now, in our own time, when we have been privileged to behold the mercies of the Holy 

One, blessed is He and His salvation over us, in the establishment of the State of Israel, which is 

the beginning of redemption and salvation, as it is written, "And I shall bring you into the land 

which I swore to give unto Abraham, unto Isaac, and unto Jacob and I have given it unto you as 



an inheritance, I am the Lord! it is fitting and proper that we observe this pious act, the drinking 

of the fifth cup as a form of thanksgiving. 

We give thanks unto the Eternal for the wartime miracles and wonders He wrought for us. The 

mercies of the Eternal stood us in good stead in time of dire peril, when seven nations united to 

destroy and annihilate the Jewish state at the very time of its birth and yet once again they 

pledge to annihilate the land and its people and plunge it into rivers of blood and fire. The 

Eternal, in His loving kindness, frustrated the designs of our enemies and vouchsafed victory 

unto us, bringing us again to Jerusalem in joy. 

Fighting Contemporary Slavery 

Rabbi Joel Soffin of Temple Shalom in Succasunna, New Jersey, wrote the following prayer to 

be included in the Passover seder. It expresses empathy for people living as victims of slavery 

today and commits to helping free them. (You may say this prayer at any point during the seder. 

We recommend saying it after the Bread of Affliction reading--Ha Lachma Anya--which 

immediately precedes the Four Questions.) 

On this holiday when we are commanded to relive the bitter experience of slavery, we place a 

fourth matzah with the traditional three and recite this prayer (recite while holding the Fourth 

Matzah): 

"We raise this fourth matzah to remind ourselves that slavery still exists, that people are still 

being bought and sold as property, that the Divine image within them is yet being denied. We 

make room at our seder table and in our hearts for those in southern Sudan and in Mauritania 

who are now where we have been. 

We have known such treatment in our own history. Like the women and children enslaved in 

Sudan today, we have suffered while others stood by and pretended not to see, not to know. We 

have eaten the bitter herb, we have been taken from our families and brutalized. We have 

experienced the horror of being forcibly converted. In the end, we have come to know in our 

very being that none can be free until all are free. 

And so, we commit and recommit ourselves to work for the freedom of these people. May the 

taste of this 'bread of affliction' remain in our mouths until they can eat in peace and security. 

Knowing that all people are Yours, O God, we will urge our government and all governments to 

do as You once commanded Pharaoh on our behalf, 'Shalah et Ami! Let MY People Go!'"-- 

Reprinted with permission from iAbolish: The Anti-Slavery Portal. 

http://www.iabolish.com/


Orange Reading 

The following refers to the contemporary custom 

of some Jews to place an orange on the seder plate in solidarity with marginalized Jewish 

groups. 

And, there are those who add: The orange carries within itself the seeds of its own rebirth. When 

we went forth from the Narrow Place, Mitzrayim (Egypt), the Jewish people passed through a 

narrow birth canal and broke the waters of the Red Sea. As we women step forward to claim our 

full role in Judaism, we too can be full participants in a Jewish rebirth. Our place in Judaism will 

be as visible as the orange on our seder plate. 

All:  

And thus we were born into the world. The wisdom of women who were midwives, like Shifra 

and Puah, made that birth possible. 

-- By Aggie Goldenholz and Susan Pittelman, from "Our Community Women's Seder," 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin. Used with permission of the authors. 

Prayer for Jewish Communities in Lands of Oppression 

Ha lachma anya means both "bread of poverty" and "bread of affliction." In this reading, the 

interpretation of "affliction" is used as a reminder that the oppression of Jews is a 

contemporary problem. (To be recited after "HA LACHMA ANYA," "This is the bread of 

affliction" at the beginning of the seder.) 

Behold this matzah, the symbol of our affliction but also of our liberty. As we look at it, let us 

remember our brethren everywhere who are in distress. On this festival of our freedom, may our 

hearts be turned to our brothers and sisters in Russia and in Arab lands who are not able to 

celebrate this Passover in the traditional, reclining attitude of free men. Rock of Israel, hasten 



the day when all of our brethren will know true freedom and in consort with the whole house of 

Israel give thanks to Thee for Thy wondrous deeds and Thy redemption. And may the redeemer 

come unto Zion. Amen. 

Matzah of Hope 

The Matzah of Hope is a symbol from the days of Soviet oppression of its Jewish population 

when Soviet Jews had to celebrate the seder secretly, if at all. One possible symbolism is that the 

three matzot represent the traditional divisions of the Jewish population: Cohen, Levi, and 

Israel. The fourth matzah represented those Jews not free to fulfill their potential as Jews. (A 

fourth matzah is added to the traditional three on the main seder plate and the following prayer 

is recited after "HA LACHMA ANYA" at the beginning of the seder.) 

This Is The Matzah of Hope: This matzah, which we set aside as a symbol of hope, for the three 

million Jews of the Soviet Union, reminds us of the indestructible link that exists between us. As 

we observe this festival of freedom, we know that Soviet Jews are not free to learn of their 

Jewish past, to hand it down to their children. They cannot learn the languages of their fathers. 

They cannot teach their children to be the teachers, the rabbis of future generations. 

They can only sit in silence and become invisible. We shall be their voice, and our voices shall 

be joined by thousands of men of conscience aroused by the wrongs suffered by Soviet Jews. 

Then shall they know that they have not been forgotten and they that sit in darkness shall yet see 

a great light. 

Prayer for Jews Driven Out of Middle Eastern Countries 

In the 20th century, as Jews immigrated to Israel and established the state, many Arab countries 

responded by persecuting or expelling their Jewish populations. In many cases, those Jewish 

communities had lived for centuries in peace with the majority culture and had prospered. The 

following prayer remembers those communities. During the seder, hold up the middle Matzah 

before the Ha Lachma Anya (Bread of Affliction) section and recite the following reading: 

As we hold the bread of affliction, we recall that more than 3,000 years ago our ancestors went 

forth from slavery in Egypt to freedom in the land of Israel. Many never left the Middle East. 

Today, we remember not only the bitterness of that slavery, but also the forgotten exodus of one 

million Jews who fled the Middle East and North Africa in the 20th century. 

The Jewish people have been living in Egypt and throughout the Middle East for more than 

3,000 years. As Jews, we take pride in being the Middle East's oldest, existing ethnic group. 




